
KS4 History - Curriculum overview and threshold concepts 
 

Subject Year 10 Content – Autumn Term How to support students’ learning 

History History Skills 
 

1. Understanding key concepts of change, continuity and 
consequence. 

2. Understanding different aspects of chronology. 
3. To be able to explain why there was 

change/continuity. 
 

History Around Us: Coalbrookdale 
 

1. Why was the site first created and what are the 
physical features of Coalbrookdale? 

2. What are the attitudes and values of people in 
Coalbrookdale? 

3. What are the benefits and challenges to your 
historical site? 

 
The Making of America 1789-1900 
 

1. How and why did the USA expand from 1789-1900 
2. Why did the USA expand from 1789-1838? 
3. Why were Native Americans removed from the East? 
4. Who were the Plains Indians? 
5. Why did Americans begin moving West in the 1840’s? 
6. What was the impact of the California and Pike’s Peak 

Gold Rush? 
7. What caused the American Civil War? 
8. What was the African American experience of the Civil 

War?  
9. How did the White Americans exploit the Plains?  
10. Who were the Homesteaders? 

Encourage your child to: 
 

• Talk about History at home around topics being studied 
and more generally.  

• Read! It could be non-fiction, historical works, 
newspapers, or online material, but then ask them to 
assess it as a source using their skills. Students can also 
make use of the collection of books in both the school 
and department libraries.  

• Encourage students to ask their teachers for examples of 
further reading for the topics they are studying. 

• Visit historic sites/museums/online displays.  

• Historic sites and museums also have useful resources on 
their websites.  

• Watch historical documentaries and programmes 
together. 

• Encourage students to plan examination questions at 
home. 

• You are able to complete further independent research 
on Coalbrookdale by visiting this website: Coalbrookdale 
Museum of Iron – The Ironbridge Gorge Museums 

 

https://www.ironbridge.org.uk/visit/coalbrookdale-museum-of-iron/
https://www.ironbridge.org.uk/visit/coalbrookdale-museum-of-iron/

